How to Get Your Students to Work Together
1t’s frastrdtng.

You spénéd your éntré prép-hour stritégrcdlly pliong stadénts nto
groups. You tédch; modél dné rolé-pldy whit vow wint thém to &b,
You #ssgn rolés;, providé c¢lédr objéctvés; And confirm thér
wnéérstinding of vour EKpéctiti ons.

far eésy success—é slﬁm dunk on ép 3-fodt .rlm Au they hévc B do rs
follow your ¢184r And 9mp & gurédé Inés dnd théy 1l swecééd.

But oncé théy stirt worlang; you réd bzé thitrtrsn’t gong to bé sp #dsy.
Suré, the\/ miy bé géttng élang okdy; bt 1’s tiky ng thém forévér to
wérm wp o é3ch sthér, to g8t ntd substintvé drscussion, dnd to milké
&vén the st bAse 4688 ons.

Somé stadénts don’t siy 4 word. Othérs 183n rn, pérhips; but f2é1 19
wnswré Arownd thér group mités to dssért thémsélvés. Sull sthérs
3ré too Assértve dnd énd up dorng most of the hédvy by ng.

Your lEddérs try théir bést to get Everyone Invo Véd; bist 1 4 tough
tisk. Théy lopk 4t ow with &és thit sdy, “What more can I do?” b
vow find yoursélf jumpng yn; tAking ovér; And miking &éarsrons for
thém-—d#583tng thé why 15 purposé of growp Badrmimg.

Théré vs An é4sy sdlatron, though, that dlsd hdppéns to bé 4 lot of fun.
1t’s cilléd the déarsron gdmeé; dnd 'n méré mynutés 1t w1l dceé brite
vour studénts’ Abr bty to work togéthér to 4 18vélthat sthérvasé could
14ke weésks.

Nérée’s how 1t works:

Number each group.

Assign éich group 4 number dnd witté thésé nambérs n sepﬁré’ce
¢olamns on your whriebodra. You’ llkéép scoré ofthe gdme by tdllng
pornts bélow #4¢h ¢ famn.
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Encourage your students to lean in.

Ths sbject of the ghmbd 1s for sdch groip to quekly come to
wninrmous décrsion. Bécduse of the wrgéney nvo véd; ncourdgeé vour
stuéénts 1o 184n yn-—&vén 11t médns pliong 4 knéé or two on théry
'('Jhe}l}"i’-;

Provide a decision topic.

Aftér skang for atténtron; grve vour stwdénts 4 srmp 16 topre of interest
to them for whrch to make 3 growp déorsion—Uks; for ékdmp &, thérr
fAvorté dmusément park or fAvorts subjéct in schosl Théré vs nd nééd
to wirté 1t on thé bodrd. Just cdllit put.

“Your favorite flavor of ice cream!”

Allow ten seconds to make a decision.

FEach group w1l thén dgréé on oné dnsweér thit réprésénts the éntrd
growp. Whéthar sdchimirvidwdl Actudlly vies chocoldté chrp reé crédm
or Srk Fligs rs yrrélevant. The vdéd vs to comé to 4 consénsas. Thé
¢hilléngs vs thit they onlky hidve t8n séconds 1o &9 1t

Give your “times up.”

Aftér tén séconds or sd; dépénding on your grias 1Bvel cdll “vmes upl®
if 3ny growp contnués to tAlk; subtrdct oné pornt from thérr ¢olymn.
Thé gamé vs fist Anét fun dnéd losng pornts r's part o51t. Nio brg déal

Call each group.

Oné by i oné ¢ill edch growp numbeér. Sé\/, “Growp oné?” Then dllow
thit growp 1o résponi Alowd Ané 'n wnysdn with théir dnsweér. In 4 shart
tmé; you And your studénts wr 1l $nd 4 rhythm to thrs past sf the gdms.

Exdmplé: “Growp oné?” “Chocolate!” “Growp two? “Cookies and
cream!” “Growp thréé? “Chocolate chip!”

Ass1gn points.

11 ¢ every member of 4 | gmup responss ths sdme; thén gvé thit group 3
scort of fivé: 1f not; 1f oné stadént ¢ills out 3 @fferént dnswér or nd
Answeér; thén théy g8t 4 scoré of four. 1f two stwdénts ¢all &vfférént
Answeérs; thén grveé thréé pornts, ind sd on.

Go to the next round.




To bé most effective; move the gdmé dlong qwekly. Pon’t gvé vour
stwdénts 3 chineé to lmént thérr lost povnts or consriér why miy hdve
madé 3 mrstdke durng the préviows rownd. CAll put your nékt topre s
fAst 4s vow’ré Ab1&. “Funniest movie!”

Model how to play.

Akhpwgh s cotredl to 184ch 3nd modél the gdmé thorswghl; béfore
plang; 1t v ll 1ike dctwdl play béfore vou And your stwdénts gét the
hing of1t. Aftér 4 féw prict cé rounds; though, vow’ llprekitup qurckly.

Add challenge and creativity.

Oné wiy to miks thé gdmé moré chénengl ng; espedt 3lly for sliér
studénts; I's to s g gn Srédter | po nts $or mdré credtve Answers—whizh
+4n bé baséd an vour jadgmeént or on whéthér Any sthér group providss
thé simé Answeér.

So rfthéy vdnt to dgréé thit thérr fAvonté soft dnmk vs béét jureé, they
¢3n—3and showld bé rewdrdéd for thérr crédnvity.

Let the winning team celebrate.

Aftér pldng the gdmé for tén mynutés or so; tilly wp thé pornts 3nd
aé¢lars A winnér. You ¢in callthém up to the front to tAke 4 bowy, d4ncé,
or hgh fiyé &3ch sthar. Grvé thém thérr boéf momeént rn thé sun, thén
érdsé thé pornts And move on with vour ddy.

Why It Works

Thé déersron gamé works bécAnse 1ts spédd dné wrgéncy forcés studénts
to count on &dch sthér—in squil médsuré. Anid bécdusé 1t’s fun dnd
furr ows, dnd thé Engdgng topres sérzé upon thérr niturd ldésire to vores
thérr sprmvon, thé” 1l rédar Iy sét dsrés thérr $84rs dnd dnkrévés And drve
I']gh'[ l:l'l-;

Yo miy hivé studénts who ndtardlly 14ké on & Bddérship rolé; but 4s
long &s they’ré not miking &écrsvons for the éntiré group; 1t won't
dl‘rhl'nl sh thé éfféétl‘i?énéss of thé 'g?nhé Yéi'ur 'élﬁss Wl st 11 grésp thét

You ¢an wsé the gidme 3s 3 Warm 1 wp before begl nnr ng dcddene group
work or 3s 4 stdnd-4loné éxérerss. Brthér wiy, oncé your stadénts g6t




dowin to businéss ¢ollibordtng on 4 sdénéé projéét or shinng thérr
thowghts rn Merdturs orele groups; youw’ Il be therllsé with how muweh
bétter thay work togéthér,

Alhpugh thérd 1s dlwdys the nééd to thamughl\/ tedch whit /ou
expcct of vour studénts—. & il ng twrns; compmmlse Acvve
parterpation of every member—mékl ng the jump from knowrng whit
19 4o 1o Actwdlly dorng 1t ¢dn bé 4 challéngeé.

Thé &éorson gdmé ¥s dn ékpéréntdl wiy to spééd wp thér
wnédérstinding of how to work togéthér. 1t tarns whit ¢dn séém b 4n
rmposstb & 18Ap dcross 3 rashing nvér . . .

Ints 4 stroll ovér 4 Tootbrrdgs.
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How to Get Your Students to Work Together

1t’s frustrdtng.

You spénd your éntiré prép-howr stritégredll; pliamg
stwdénts Into groups. You tédch, modél 3nd rolé-pliy
whit you wint thém to db. You Ass'gn rolés; proviés
¢164r objectrves; dnd confirm thérr wndérstinding of vour
Bkpéctitons.
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